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SHOREHAM, Jury 20, 1802. 
DEAR SIR, | 
DULY appreciating the important eta 
tages refulting from the cultivation of a fpirit of union, 
and brotherly love, iif a republican government 5 and 
rightly judging your excellent Oration, delivered before 
us, on the laft anniverfary of American Independence, to 
be fraught with every fentiment requifite to promote the 
happy purpofe of endearing Man to Man; we now ten- 
der you the homage of our high refpečt,. and grateful 
thanks, for the compofition, and regueft a copy for the 
Prefs. With warmeft withes that you may enjoy, tot the 
fulleft extent, the bleffings attendant on that fpirit of ra- 
tional liberty your benevolence has aimed to ingulcates 
we fubferibe ourfelves ~ 2 — = 
Your friends and humble fervants, 
SAMUEL HEMEN WAY, 
CmaRLEs RICH, 
(Signed) DANIEL NEWTON, 
James Moore, 
Timoruy F. CHIPMAN;, 
(. Ana a large number of other Cepia y 
To TiMOTHY adii na: 3 
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TO THE READER. 
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T Ti is but reafonable that the reader fhould be 
informed, that while employed in writing the follow- 
ing pages, I was laboring under indi ifpofttions of body, 
which were Jo preffing, that when I had completed 
my defign in a rough draught, my complaints bad fo 
increafed upon me that- I was obliged to commit the 
copying of it, principally, to another hand, without 
being able to revife it, or to prepare it for a currency 
in the ear of the Critic ; or even, finally, to read it on 
the eccafion jor which it was defigned ; and Sor the 


| performance of which I am indebted 3 to the ai si 


of a friend— And it is now p 


verbatim, as delivered, with very little exception, 





In fuffering the work to go to the Prefs, which is 


-merely in compliance with the prefixed addrefs, Iam 


not unaware that the interefting nature of 1 the e fubječš 
is calculated to invite the niceft ferutiny of the Critic ; 
but if it may in any. meafure difcourage the Spirit of di if: 
fention, and promote a difpofition to unity, upon a jufè 
and impartial ground, it will abundantly compenfate 
for all the po offible perfecutions of eriticifin. S 
THE A U: THOR, 


Xi ol nan o ——— — 





. ORATION, če. 


me — SED! 





FELLOW-CITIZENS, 


"Tue occafion on which we have this 
day aflembled, brings to mind an -event of a na- 
ture and magnitude well worthy the tribute of an 
anniverfary commemoration—and pregnant with 
fucceeding events of the laft importance to mil- 
lions, and perhaps, millions multiplied upon mil- 
lions, to the lateft pofterity of man.—It is no lefs 
than the birth-day of an empire, confifting of a valt 
extent of territory, which, with the profpečts na- 
turaily attached to it, promife a commanding in- 
fluence in the future politics of the world ; with an 
exifting Soarten of more than three millions of 
inhabitants, burfting into the elements of liberty, 
and nobly afferting the right of an independent a- 
gency among the nations of the earth.—But great 
as the event was, it was as ferious as great. A ci- 
vilized people, in a dubious ftate of anarchy—un- 
affociated and undifciplined, claiming the protec- 
tion of an organized government, for the mutual 
fecurity of their equal rights. ‘This was a time to 
try the fouls of the people, and the. genius of the 
ftatefman. We had the example of all tried forms 
of government before us, out of which to chufe, 
or compound one to our own liking. After la- 
boring for many years under the weaknefs and 
dangers of a modeft advifory fyftem, and finally 
furmounting the many embarrafiments naturally 
attached to a bufinefs where fo many varying in- 
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terefts and fpeculations are concerned, a govern: 
ment was finally organized and eftablifhed under’ 
a conftitution, probably the moft unexceptionable 
of any ever yet in ufe, if not in the poffible inven- 
tion of man :—Under which we have flourifhed be- 
yond a parallel, for more than thirteen years, with 
all the pleafing profpečts of poputation, ftrength, 
and refpectability, rapidly progrefling, attached to 
our national career. But itis not my defign at 
prefent, to come forward with the culogium of. 
government, or to panegyrize the many worthy 

perfonages officially pacaped ine REM depart; : 
ments ; though T ab vledge itis doing violence 
to my own feelings, to pafs fuch an occafion with. 

out offering a grateful tribute at the fhrine of an 

illuftrious WASHINGTON; whofe ačtive virtue, 

and diftinguifhed philanthropy, has embalmed his 

pure memory with a fweetnefs which fhall exift as 

long as the human mind is capable of refleGion, - 
A different. theme, however, feems.to invite the 
employment of thelittle dtrength which the de- 
clining ftate of my health will afford, while my 
beloved country is fuffering under the baneful in- 
fluence of party, which threatens the moft ferious 
confequences, and calls aloud for all the wifdom 
„and virtue of the whole community, difcreetly ta 
direc the tide of public opinion, and to tranquilize 
the feuds of diffention. For it is too late to ery 
peace, when the floors of our legiflative aflemblies 
are groaning with the apparent weight of violence 
and oppofition, and the murmuring clamors of the 
people are vibrating from one extremity of the 
Union totheother. But why, my fellow-citizens, 
fhould we fuffer thofe jarring diffentions to dif. 
turb our national tranquility ? If we look back to 
our former adminiftrations, we have paffed thro’ 
_ the long period of a ten years war in Europe, whofe 
extraordinary influence has drawn almoft all na. 
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ons into its vortex, while the infuerice of our 
cabinet has maintained peace, and fupported a moft 
refpectable confideration in the fcale of national 
command, and enabled us, at the fame time, to 
meet all the expenfes of government, with an en- 
largement of our national ftrength, a leflening of 
the public debt, and confiderable unappropriated 
money in the treafury, and our legal contributions 
have not been grievous or immoderate.—If we turn 
to the prefent adminiftration, we have a fair pledge 
for leflening the eafy burthens of the former, by 
an improved economy of the expenditures of gov- 


. ernment; and the experiment is now in opera- 


tion, with a confiderable fhare of favings already 
announced, and the final refult unknown, and of 
courfc cannot be duly rated or appreciated, and 
furnifhes no fair pretext for a final denunciation. 

From thefe confiderations, it will appear that the 
fubfifting differences do not grow merely out of 
exifting evils, but are connečted more abundantly 
with a fpeculative ambition, and the milguided 
jealoufies of the imagination = and itis no difficult 
point to conceive how they fhould obtain upon 
fuch a ground ; for the human mind is fo formed 
as to be eafily attached to the wonderful, and to 


. believe in things moft extraordinary, when the 


leat obfcurity exifts; and efpecially when their 
intereft or religion are concerned.— And it requires 
but a little acquaintance with human nature, to be 
able to turn the current of this credulity in favor 
of our own views; for it is well known what a 
colouring the human faculties are capable of giv- 
ing to any propofed object ; and it is by impofing 
upon this honeft credulity in man, that the demons 
of corruption infinuate their infernal fchemes, and 
fill the world with mifchief. I will go farther, and 
even fuppofe that fuch mifchief may eventually a- 
rife from a mere heedlefs indifcretion in the agent 
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immédiately concerned, where no evil is defigried į 


- and the mifconception of the candid mind may 


lead to all the hurtful effe@s of a falfe colouring ; 
but it argues, neverthelefs, the fame neceflity of 
reformation. 7 
_ Loox into the hiftory of man, and you will 
find hundreds of fe@aries of religion—many of 
which, according to the moft fubftantial evidence, 
are founded in corruption, and its votatics en. 
flaved in the vileft ferviiude, with all the zeal of a 
con{cientious obedience to the will of Heaven — 
While others of a more charitied order, manifeft 
the-moft ardent zeal in the creeds of their divines, 
which you may follow to the teft of facts, and you 
will find all growing out of the ima ination, and a 
fingle truth gives all tothe wind. Purn your eyes 
next to the profeflion of phyfic—fee the flaunting 
mountebank, impofing his noftrums and infallible 
špecifics, with fuch a fafcinating addrefs, that a 
thoufand difappointments will give “no convičtion 
of the cheat; while the world is teeming with . 
thoufands of inferior: quacks of various defcrip. 
tions, eternally chanting their darling theme of 
“I have, and I ¢an;” who,’ with all the natural 
evidence of ignorance and prefumption, are myf- 
terioufly encouraged by the wife, flattered by the 
great, adored by the fimple, and doubly rewarded 
with a generous fee, and and grateful thanks, for 
deftroying a good conftitution, and murdering all 
the fweet comforts of departing health ; and even 
haftening the haplefs patient, with all his creduli. 
ty, prematurely to the world of fpirits ; whofe en- 
chanted brain chants forth the praifes of his de- 
ftroyer in full confidence, to the very borders of 
the grave. ’ 

IF we turn from the chambers of the fick, to 
the broad field of politics, we fhall find the won- 
ders of impofition no lefs extraordinary, and its 
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confequences no lefs ferious. While depravity 
poflefies the heart of man, and corruption lurks 
in its fecret parts, we fhall never lack for men who 
` will ftick at no mifchief to effect their ambitious 
views, This may feem iike a burlefque upon man, 
but the world is too full of examples to need an 
apology. It is immaterial what ftation a manoc- 
cupies to enter the lift of outrage upon man; for 
there is no point but what admits of an object for 
his ambition, in the weaknefs or wickednefs of man, 
to be hoodwinked or bribed over to his purpofe, 
which may operate to the injury of man partially 
or generally, according to the nature and magni- 
tude of the object, from the fupplanting a brother 
in his birth-right, through the various degrees of 
diffention, fedition, oppofition, infarrečtion, civil-war, 
and all the dread calamities of foreign invafion, 


even to the flaughter of thoufands, and perhaps, . 


hundreds of thoufands of innocent victims to gra- 
tify the curfed ambition of a ftickler for a place or 
a penfion ; or perhaps, for the flimfey fame of dif- 
fering from others —Fellow-citizens, this is not a 
mere fpeculative reverie. Hiftory furnifhes abuna 
dance of examples in all ages of the world, which 
have deeply touched the heart of benevolence, and 
drefled the feeling foul in fackcloth; and it lies 
with us to profit by the examples, and-if poflible, 
to ward off the painful confequences. 

I Have faid fomething of the extraordinary, and 


unfufpicious credulity of man, by which, in-his ` 


own agency, he is liable to be led into the viola- 
tion of his own rights and intereft, by the cunning 
artifice of thofe demons of corruption, whofe in- 
ventions are bafely employed for the gratification 
of their partial views; but there is another ingre- 
dient in the human mind, which is equally aflailed 
as an inftrument of their vile purpofes : Mankind 
naturally ihai a certain fhare ofjealoufy over all 
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who are poflefled of a power of control ; which 
jealoufy, however, is not naturally difpofed to 
rage, without the blaft of fome peftiferous breath 
to chafe the coal; and is, indeed, an ingredient of 
vaft importance in the rights of government, pro- 
vided,it be reftrained to.its proper limits, in the 
due eftimation of the means of knowledge ; for we 
are not to be led into a bafe and oppreflive fervi- 
tude, in the control of conftituted authorities, with 


‘any more propriety than to bend to the mifchiev- 


ous purpofes of the lawlefs parti/an : but this forms 
a nice point in the policy of life, and calls up all 
the judicious forces of wifdom and prudence, to 
fteerin a fafe courfe, in the duties of fociety, and 
to evade the {nares of deception.  Jealoufy, fays 
Solomon, is as cruel as the grave ; and when a 
little excited by the falfe painting of the fycophant, 
it is like the jaundiced eye that gives a yellow hue 
to every object ; or a fafcination whole myfteri-. 
ous influence converts the fhadow of the fragrant 
rofe-bud into the imagined fubftance of a hideous 
mountain, whofe dangerous alpečt alarms the trava 
eller with the threatening attitude of its promi- 
nences, while the hifing ferpents, lurking in their 
fecret places, are ready to faften upon him by 
furprife. 

In a free government, like ours, when the mind 
gets a little warped with the undue influence of 
patty zeal, we are apt to forget the neceflary re- 
ftraints of order and fubordination.—Feeling the 
important right of being equal as citizens, we af- 
fume the forced right of being equal alfo as ma- 
giftrates, as fenators, and as judges ; we enter the 
cabinet, and afiume the jurildičtion of every de- 
partment of State; we negotiate for the Prefident, 
debate for the Legiflator, and execute for the 
Magiftrate ; and by afluming this ground, we 
lofe all due refpe& for thole who have a right to 
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command, and forget thofe neceflary diftintions 
on which our peace, happinefs, and political ex- 
iftence depends; and as the celebrated Montef« 
quieu has pertinently faid, “ This licentioufnefs 
will foon taint the mind ; the reftraints of coms 
mand be as fatiguing as that of obedience ; wives, 
children, flaves, will hake off all fubordination ; 
no longer will there be any fuch thing as manners, 
order, or virtue.” - This, my brethren, is opening 
a moft enticing door for petty tyrants to try their 
importance ; and they only need to ftart the in. 
fluence of fome plaufible pretext to complete the 
facrifice of Liberty, and at the monftrous expenfe 
of thoufands of lives, to aflert the favorite prerog- 
ative of a tyrannical Monarchy ; and this is a flate 
of government to which our divided fituation 
feems now to be in a threatening manner progref- 
fing :—not that the royal traits have ever yet ap- 
peared in the fpirit of government, or in the peo- 
ple governed; for the genius of the empire is oppof« 
ed to it from the birth, and we all deteft it asa 
monfter of unnatural production’; but cur- no. 
tions of extreme equality, that feem to level the 
neceflary diftinčtions of an organized government, 
threatens to burft the vital bands of union, and 
expofe us a prey, in the field of blood, to the po- 
licy of the wretch, who, in our calamity, fhall take 
the lead in the awful contingencies of the day. 
Pause then, my brethren, paufe a moment, and let 
us fee where we tands The confcioufnefs of our 
own probity is not a fure criterion of our {leering in 
aright courfe—the zealous mind, mifled, is; event. 
ually, in as bad a courfe as he who moves upon a 
bad principle.——It is a natural weaknefs in man, 
to be too hafty in the efpoufal of fentiment.-- 
Falfhood.may often wear a more plaufible garb 
than truth, and efpecially when drefled by the 
hand of a demagogue ; and our fancy readily ate 
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faches the opinion of intrinfic worth—and, with a 
judgment once formed, we ceafe to inveftigate; and 
with an air of unerring rectitude, are too ardently 
fet upon gaining a favourite point, without duly 
eftimating the events ; for the glory of congueit 
isentirely eclipfed in the more important confide- 
ration of acquiring the truth: and in the fcale of - 
reafon, the fatisfaction of being in the right, wheth- 
er primary or fecondary in the acquifition, muft 
forever triumph over the pride of perfonal pre-em- 
inence ; for the balance of congueft is in favor of 
him who’ gains the truth, and not in him who 
merely fupports his argument ; for no object fhort 
of truth, and the aflertion of a pofitive right, can 
justify the difcord ofa conteft ; and if the objet 


be obtained, it is of no importance to fay by whofe 


agency. Thefeare confiderations, which, if duly ap- 
preciated, cannot fail to foften our tenacity in the 
difplay of fentiment, and infpire a ipirit of free en- 
quiry, and fair conclufions, for the furtherance of 
the beft policy oflifey “and it is Our delinquencies 
upon thefe grounds, that principally accounts for 
all the oppofitions, and wild diffentions, that em- 
barrafiss the prefent career of the Union. 

Ir would be an infult upon the underftanding 
of the people of the United States, to fuppofe they 
were divided in their fenfe of the principles of gov- 
ernment ;—no, it is a mere illufion of bafe defign ;' 
we are all fubftantially united in the found princi. 
ples of republican liberty, and are aiming at the 
fame points of adminiftration ;. the difference is in 
name and not in fact; and the tranquil expreflions 
of our Prefident, are equally pertinent and impor- 
tant in the cafe, and embrace the vital concerns of. 
our union, and may they be ftamped in living 
characters upon every American heart—% We are 
all Republicans, we are all Federalifts.””—May we: 
all realize the fentiment in perfect unanimity-—re~ 
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move the abufe of words, and the abufe of the un. 
derftanding, and we'are one in mame and in fad: 
- Horn faft, then, the vital cords of union ; cling 
to the golden chain that links all together ; and 
defpife the clamouring wretch who would level the 
peace and order of our government for a few pal- 
try cents.—Be wife, and prudent, as well as honeft, 
and enquiring ; and on all meafures of govern- 
ment, deliberate with diffidence, applaud with 
modefty, cenfure with the niceft caution, and ftrive 
to fupport the Conftitution in all its legal opera- 
rations with a religious refpečt, and punčtuality, — 
Hay, religious—but when I {peak of religion as it 
~ refpects the concerns of government, it is to be 
underitood with its limitations p for though -gov- 
ernment can bear no part in fhaping the courfe of 
religion, yet religion, in its proper explanation, is 
of the laft importance in the features of a good 
government : not the religion of fetarians, who 
will perfecute with the tongue,” "m fcourge, ‘and 


the faggot; nor the mere con tive ec{tacy 
of abitračt devotioners, who'are eterna boafting 
ofa tender confcience, and all the wonders of divine 


love ; and yet bridle not the tongue, nor move a 
fingle finger for the comfort of the wretched ;— 


' itis the ačtive religion approved in the Court of 


Heaven; good actions flowing from an honeft heart: 
This is that peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs which 
correfponds tothe divinepatternofthe great teacher 
ofrighteoufnefs, who went about doing good. This: 
isa religion that brightens the features of a good go~ 
vernment, and well becomes its firlt principles. Not 
| that I would exačt in its agents, all the reguifite" 
qualities for enjoying the privileges of the Church,’ 
for that is a diltinčt right, depending on its pecuk” 
iar qualifications, embracing the pure convictions: 
of the heart ; but fo far as it refpects found mo- 
rality, it is abfolutely indifpenfablein the agency“ 
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of every good government, and for the common 
enjoyment of the fame with comfort.—And it 
was from the exercife of thefe principles, that a 
Wafhington, in the field, fpared the effufions of 
blood, and conquered his thoufands by the foft 
influences of his love, and eventually triumphed 
over all the machinations of an impofing tyrant, 
with his hofts of emiflaries.—And it was upon the 
fame ground, that his influence in the cabinet, has 
commanded the refpect of furrounding empires, 
even in the infancy of our government ; and cf. 
fected all the important purpofes of peace, to the 
nation, and the confidence of all in the great cir- 
cle of his official concerns. i 
Bur while we are thus delighted with the pic- 
ture of Virtue, in its more exalted form, if we caft 
our reflections on its oppofite, in the fame degree 
- of extreme, (which heaven grant may never ob- 
| tain upon American ground) the mere idea fills 
the recoiling foul with horror ! But I forbear at- 
ti tempting the dreadful contraft; and refer it to the: 
Ri miferable time in which it may exift. But happy 
Bt had it been for us, if the myitery of political in- 
iguity had not been known in the American Em- 
pire-—and where the finer feelings of morality are 
at eafe, and the rights of confcience defert their 
i ftation, the highway is open to the dread extreme 
i —it opens the ear to the cunning policy of ambi- - 
| tion; we liften to its artful alarms upon our rights 
Ji and interefts, till wesare infenfibly led into the 
deep miazes of party, and are loft to all the manly 
ij eloquence of reafon.-—And the baneful effects of 
Hi an excited party fpirit are incalculable ;—it per- 
HK verts the judgment, alienates the affections, and 
i even eftablifhes our belief in thofe things which 
iH were otherwife altogether incredible. This brings 
| us to a moft folemn paufe--and would to Heaven, 
i the paufe may exterminate the fpirit of deception, - 
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rend its veil from the underftanding, and fettle 
the feuds of imagination ; and I prefume the re- 
maining difference would juftify no ferious divi. 
fion of party. Go into the enquiry in the fpirit of 
candor ; examine the evidence in the perfpicuity 
of naked facts, with due regard to charity in the 
conftručtion of words and meafures, and where 
fhall we find the mighty difference ? 


Our government is a pure reprefentative re. ` 


public, founded upon the folid bafe of a conftitu- 
tion, abounding with its checks and guarantees, 
which fecure the fubječt in the free enjoyment 
of his rights in life, liberty and property, on the 
liberal fcale of equality. ‘This is my government, 
fays the one party ; and this is. my government, 
fays the other ; while we, neverthelefs, hear the 
opprobrious charges, of tory and monarchitt, by 
the one, and by the other, diforganizer and an- 
archift.—But the charges are refpečtively denied, 
and there are no exifting fačts to fupport them.— 


It would be afluming too much, however, to deny 
the exiftence of the fiit of ether epithet in the 


United States ;—it is poffible to exift, in fome few’ 


folitary inftances, on both fides of the queftion; but 
too few to juftify the leaft fhadow of divifion in 
the great body of the people. But the fair proba- 
bility is, that the prefent divifions do not grow out 
“of fentiment, in the principles of government. 
The extreme anguifh of difappointment, and the 
extreme defire of the glorious benefits of appoint- 
ment, are fufficient incitements, in corrupt hearts, 
who poffefs the advantage of influence, to excite 
all the horrors of infurrečtion. This is the fecret 


hinge on which has turned the fate of empires, _ 


and brought thoufands of worthy characters to the" 


laft refort of a tyrant's rage.—And the moft im- 
portant ftep in this infernal fcheme, is to excite a 


jealoufy in the people about their interefts, their 


> 
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tights, and their liberties—and the wonders arifing 
upon'"this ground are beyond all calculation.— 
Like the quack who, by his peculiar fkill, difcov- 
ers the horrid mifchiefs of mercury in his patient 5 
the miferable dupe well remembers that feven years 
before he took a huge draught from Dočt. Wife- 
man, and can at this diftant period plainly perceive 
all its dreadful effeéts, as they are firft named by 
the quack, and is miferably languifhing under the 
dread calamity ; when, in fact, the huge draught 
of mercury was but a mild cup of fea. This.is, in 
fa, making a frightful mountain of the fhadow 
of a rofe-bud——and this is the mighty monarchy, 
and the mighty anarchy, whofe dire conflict now 
fhakes the very foul of our Union, The quack 
rauft have his fee, and it is to' be raifed upon. ex- 
traordinary credit, without fkill or honefty ; and 
the great myftery is, that he obtains this credit e- 
gually with the wife and fimple. 

_ Bur though I would thus account ior- ri- 
cae SV re fo a jen ii? 
great circle of our union, it is not to be prefumed 
that our agents in government have committed no 
errors ; for it muft be too extraordinary, to expect 
imperfect man to fteer, at all times; in a right 
courfe ; and befides, it is poflible that the fting of 
{lander may rankle in the heart, and interrupt the 
due exercife of the voluntary funčtions--and com- 
mon charity demands we fhould fufpend our cen- 
fures, till the fting be removed, and its poifonous 
wounds are healed. 

, Bur from whatever motives the principal agents 
of oppofition are ačtuated, the fpirit is contagious 5 
and the fever is now raging, with great ravages, 
upon the peace and comfort of the body politic, 
and the whole fyftem feems to be unhappily inter- 
rupted in the due exercife of its funčtions, even to 
the moft individual concerns ;—our common cir- 
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‘cles are tainted with its heat, the affeGtions of 
friends are alienated, and the neareft connexions 
difturbed in their wonted tranquility,’ and the 
marks of infanity are difcovered in the difconnect- 
ed and clafhing reports of the day, and feems to 
prefage an unfavorable ifue. But happily, we 
have yet to boaft, there are no fatal fymptoms, and 
I come forward with the tender of a remedy, well 
adapted to the exigency of the malady. 

Ovr Conttitution has wifely provided for the 
refponfibility of the officers of government, and 
for the frequency, freedom, and purity of e/ečlion ; 
and the wildom of the people is called upon to ex- 


ercife thefe privileges, for their own comfort and ' 


fecurity, I acknowledge we are not without dan: 
ger in the exercife of this right; but our danger 
principally confifts in our own weaknefs and folly 
—we liften to the infinuations of the fycophantic 
partifan ; his foft perfuafions, and ftrong pledges, 
gain credit in our efteem ; and his vile detračtions, 
and enticing flatteries, foon get the better of our 
underftanding ;.and we are completely. attached 
to his party ; and, of courfe, deeply interefted in 
the fupport of his dottrines—we zealoufly run in- 
to all the niceties of fine fpun theories, till we are 
loft in the refined dreams of imagination, and defy 
all conviction. - ; 
Tris is but the common witchcraft of eleCtion- 
eering, that fubverts the falutary purpofes of free 
and uncorrupted. elections ; but our common 
fafety calls upon us to take a different pofition— 
and we may record it as a diving principle, that 
whatever is moved to irritate the public feeling, or 
to heat the paflion, comes from a corrupt fource, 
and is calculated to bribg the underftanding : men- 
of real merit are not afraid to truft the difcernment. 
of others to-difcover it; it is our confcious dif-- 
truft of our own worthinefs, that makes us clamor- 
ous of our own praife, that, if poflible, we may 
make others fee different from ourfelves, Re- 
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member, in ancient oj God was not found ina 
whirlwind, but in the fHll, fmall voice; and the 
dignified nature of virtue is too. noble to defcend 
to the drudgery of founding its own trumpet ; 
and much lefs, to dwell on the painful theme of 
fcandal and detraCtion, in the fame of a rival.» 
Suun, then, the clamorous partizan, and be- 
ftow not your fuffrages upon the flattering zealot, 
for if he be even of your own profefled party, he 
isnone the fafer in the truft of power. Too warm 


to deliberate, if he is ever right it is by chance ; 


and with the fame fagacity his whole zeal may be 
exerted, in violation of your deareft rights, againft 
all the enticing whims of plighted favors. Caft 
your eyes, then, upon the calm, the fteady, fmiling 
foul, where wifdom, integrity, and the love of 
man, forms the diftinguifhing traits of his charac- 
ter. This is the man in whom to confide the im- 
portant truft of power, to control your interefts ; 
and this only, can be the man of fafety, even with 
all the checks and reftraints of the conftitution, 
and the laws. And in ing fuch a charačter, 
it is of equal importance, that you avoid the libels 
of flander, and the rages of praife : The fallies of 
pafon, in the intereft, of party, are equally dan- 
gerous in every fhape, and every guife. 

I REPEAT it with all the fervor of imperious nes 
ceflity, Jook well to your elections. In every appoint- 
ment to office, even to the loweft grade of authoris 
ty, you give up a portion of your own power, to 
the exercife of others, ina legal control over you, 
in their refpečtive commands. The truft is fa- 
cred, and your only fafety is in the qualifications 
and probity of the agent ; and your own good 
fenfe muft dictate you in the difpofal. But in all 
things, in which your influence may effeé the 
rights of fociety, have fpecial regard to peace, and 
unanimity. ; 

THERE is a natural propenfity in man to the at- 
tachments of party, which by indulgence, may 
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carry him into all the aravani of party zeal ; 
that may tend to the greateft calamities of oppo- 
fition and bloodfhed. Labor then to difcourage 
the evil reports of the day ; lay the finger of fi- 
lence upon the lips of flander ; give no currency 
to the productions of party zeal ; and in the divine 
fpirit of equity, ftrive earneftly for thofe things 
which make for peace; for blefled are the peace- 
makers, for they fhall obtain peace—a blefling in 
very deed, whofe benign influences are more af- 
fečting to the heart of fenfibility, than all the pleaf- 
ures of the oil and wine : It makes the fun to rife 
in the delight of enjoyment, and fet in the calm of 
undifturbed repofe ; the eye fparkles with beams 
of joy, and the placid graces illumine the features 
of the face, and foften the very perfečtions of beau- 
ty ; the paflions are calm as fummer evenings, 
and the fofter fympaties of the foul are ail alive to 
enjoyment. This, my fellow-citizens, is the very 
life of fociety, whofe heavenly beams difpel all the 
clouds of diflention, and becalms the ftorm of paf- 
fion + Reafon aflumes its prerogative in the foul, 
and labors induftrioufly for the common benefit 
of fociety. 

Ir is a maxim in republican politics, that we 
give up a portion of our liberty for the better fe~ 
curity of the remainder: And it is of equal im- 
portance, that we indulge the fame freedom of 
opinion in others, which we would with to exer- 
cife for ourfelves ; and the reftraints of fuch opin- 
ions are readily afcertained by the limits of law and 
equity, and the common ufages of civility, which 
are perfectly confiftent with the enjoyment of fo- 
cial union, in the general police of an organized 
republic. And this is the way to reftin peace, on 
central ground, in the elyfian field of liberty and 


equality, in the right of enjoyments : And may it 


be the pride and glory of every citizen of the Unit- 
ed States, to meet on this ground, united like a 
_ band of brothers ; that we may peacefully enjoy 
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every blefling in the great American family, in 
folid harmony, and face every danger in full cone 
fidence and fafety. wy 

THINK not too much of giving up the common 
relerves of varying fentiment, er a little diffat. 
isfačtion in meafures.;. the facrifice is trifling, in 
comparifon with the end in view: The great ob- 
ject of union is too important to juftify divifions 
upon ordinary motives, and fwallows up all com. 
parifon ; and a little time may rectify all the evils 
of fac or fancy. Abide then by the divine motto* 
which you have this day fufpended in the face of 
the world; call up its pacific influence on every 
occafion of the leaft invafion of your focial tran. 
guility, and enforce the charming precept upon 
pofterity by your perfevering example, and you 
ihall forever enjoy all the focial bleflings attached 
to free empire -~ = 

We are one, cries the voice of nature, which has 
teared us up ina portion of the earth that gives us 
2 e natural advantase aflertine -our ri 








all ti Ratural ; Li] ages o alle Bs rip pač 
imdenance of a hote world. We are one, cries 
the voice of humanity, in the foft whifpers of con- 
genial fympathy, which links the heart of man to 


‘man, and recoils at the flighteft thade of corrup- 


tion which may be levelled. at our focial order and 
felicity. We are one, cries the voice of reafon, 
whofe found policy wifely unites the ftrength of 


the body politic, asthe ftrength of one man, that, 
we may fuccefsfuily face every danger, in the fe- 


cure enjoyment of all our focial rights and liberties. 

AND may the cordial, the divine expreflions, 
burft harmonious from every American tongue, 
in deep and folemn accents, that fhall pierce the 
heavenly arch, and in majeftic echo vibrate to the 
uttermolt parts of the earth, while the liftening 


v millions cf the world, in profound refpect, fhall 


eternally venerate the diftinguifhed name of an 

American. | i i 
* An inseription on the Flag, WE ARE oxx, borne through the 

various exercises of the day. ; 














